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 THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE PORT OF NEW ORLEANS 
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 18, 2024 
A REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE PORT OF 
NEW ORLEANS, HELD IN THE FIRST FLOOR AUDITORIUM AT ITS LOCATED AT 
1350 PORT OF NEW ORLEANS PLACE, NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA, WAS CALLED 
TO ORDER BY CHAIRMAN JOSEPH F. TOOMY AT 1:55 P.M.  
 
MEMBERS Joseph F. Toomy, Chairman 
PRESENT: Walter J. Leger, Jr., Vice-Chairman  
 Sharonda R. Williams, Member 
 Jeanne E. Ferrer, Member 
   Todd P. Murphy, Member 
 
MEMBERS  James J. Carter, Jr., Secretary-Treasurer 
ABSENT:   Darryl D. Berger, Member 
 
STAFF:                      B. Christian, President & Chief Executive Officer 
 R. Wendel, Chief Financial Officer 

S. Porteous, Chief of Staff 
J. Escudier, Executive Counsel 
M. Wypyski, Chief Operating Officer 

 A. Evett, Chief of Infrastructure 
 C. Gilmore, Director, Engineering 
 R. Aragon Dolese, Director, Marketing & Communications  
   G. Brown, Chief of People & Culture 
   A. Ferrand-Rodgers, Director, Organizational Development 
 Chief M. Montroll, Harbor Police Department 
 M. Gresham, Chief of Governmental Affairs 
 K. Gilmore, Director, Real Estate 
 C. Labat, Director, Procurement 
 A. Dawson, Director, Emergency Management 
 K. Barnes, Human Resources 
 A. McKnight, Manager, Human Resources 
 C. Rollins, Director, Financial Reporting & Forecasting  
 A. Romanov, Manager, Engineering 
 J. Bruner, Manager, Cruise 
 A. Taylor, Manager, Procurement 
 K. Curth, Press Secretary 
 K. Mills, Manager, Communications & Community Engagement 
 A. Randolph, Manager, Communications & Community Engagement
 M. Singley, Board Secretariat 
 J. Fields, Executive Assistant, Communications 
 A. Johnson, Executive Assistant 
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GUESTS: T. Bryant, NOPB 
 C. Kocur, NOPB  
 A. Nayes, NOSHIP 
 A. Peacock 
 C. Farah, NOSHIP 
 S. Borne, FRSO 
 I. Heller, NOSHIP 
 S. Dickey 
 F. Allen 
 A. Blackshaw, NOSHIP 
 K. Deroche, NOSHIP 
 S. Moushabak 
 M. Sanchez 
 S. Vasndevar, NOSHIP 
 G. Treffinger, NOSHIP 
 I. Ahmed 
 A. Joudet 
 J. Taitelbaum, JVP-NOLA 
 Neg, NOSHIP 
 Joseph 
 M. Hbos, NOSHIP 
 A. Ebabe, NOSHIP 
 H. Haytham, NOSHIP 
 L. Judeh, NOSHIP 
 M. Judeh, NOSHIP 
 A. Taber 
 Ferial 
 Taha 
 Krystal 
 Zora 
 A. Jodeh, NOSHIP 
 Josie 
 J.R. Sweeney, New Orleans DSA 
 Y. Hinnami, NOSHIP 
 N. Gonzalez, NOSHIP 
 A. Smith 
 V. Embers, NOSHIP 
 T. Billeaud 
 M. Joduh 
 R. Billiot, Jr., Terracon 
 J. Stuckey, Phelps Dunbar, LLP 
 H. Rosenberg, Phelps Dunbar, LLP 
 W. Moon 
 K. Auzerne, GHC 
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I. Roll Call & Determination of Quorum  
 

Following a roll call of Board members, Chairman Toomy confirmed a quorum and called 
the meeting to order at 1:55 p.m. 
 

II. Report by the President and Chief Executive Officer 
 
Ms. Christian gave an overview of the December 2023 volumes.  She also congratulated 
Mr. Henry Glover who was recently sworn-in as president of the ILA. 
  

III.  Agenda-Related Public Comment 
   
  Chairman Toomy called for agenda-related public comment and Ms. Singley stated that 

twenty-seven (27) individuals had completed a public comment request form.  
 
  Prior to inviting the speakers to the podium, Ms. Singley read the Board’s public comment 

parameters. Afterwards, the following individuals made agenda-related public comments:   
 
  Ms. Serena Borne expressed her opposition to the Innovation Embassy and disapproval of 

the proposed contract with WSP USA, Inc,. alleging that this company had performed 
contract work for Israel.  

 
  Ms. Singley called twice for the next speaker, Ms. Ally Noyes, but there was no response 

among the attendees.  
 
  Ms. Avery Smith expressed her opposition to a partnership with WSP USA, Inc.  
 
  Mr. Islam Ahmed expressed his opposition to the war in Gaza and asked the Board to end 

all alleged business ties with Israel.  
   
  Mr. Israel Heller expressed his opposition to the war in Gaza and asked the Board to end 

all alleged business relations with Israel.  
 
  Ms. Yasmeen Hinnami expressed her opposition to any contract with WSP USA, Inc. due 

to the alleged business involvement of this company with Israel.   
 
  Mr. Alex Peacock expressed his opposition to the contract with WSP USA, Inc.  
 
  Mr. Jack Reno Sweeny expressed his opposition to the proposed contract with WSP USA, 

Inc.  
  
  Ms. Nikeysha Gonzalez expressed his opposition to the proposed contract with WSP USA, 

Inc.  
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  Ms. Cristine expressed her opposition to the proposed contract with WSP USA, Inc. due to 
the alleged involvement of this company with Israel. 

 
  Ms. Alla Joudeh expressed her opposition to the proposed contract with WSP USA, Inc.  
 
  Mr. Christian Beauchamp urged the Board to reject the proposed contract with WSP USA, 

Inc.  
 
  Ms. DK expressed her opposition to the proposed contract with WSP USA, Inc.  
 
  Ms. Maya Sanchez asked the Board to reject the proposed contract with WSP USA, Inc.  
 
    Mr. Shreyas Vasudevan asked the Board to refrain from engaging in any business with 

Israel and to reject the proposed contract with WSP USA, Inc.  
  
  Mr. Felix Allen expressed his opposition to the proposed contract with WSP USA, Inc.  
 
  Mr. Simon Monshabeck expressed his opposition to the proposed contract with WSP USA, 

Inc. 
 
  Ms. Grace Treffinger expressed her opposition to the proposed contract with WSP USA, 

Inc. 
 
  Ms. Edith Romero expressed her opposition to the proposed contract with WSP USA, Inc. 
 
  Ms. Neg T. expressed her opposition to the proposed contract with WSP USA, Inc. 
 
  Mr. Josh Taitlebaum asked the Board to reject the proposed contract with WSP USA, Inc.  
 
  Ms. Singley called for the next four speakers: I. Judeh, Haytham Hamed, Muna Judeh, and 

Ahmed Tahn to come to the podium but there was no response among the attendees. 
 
  The next speaker, Ms. Zora Djenohan, urged to Board to reject the proposed contract with 

WSP USA, Inc. and to cut all business ties with Israel.  
 
  That concluded the agenda-specific comments.  Chairman Toomy then asked how many 

attendees had registered for general public comment.  Ms. Singley responded that eleven 
(11) individuals had completed a general public comment form.  Chairman Toomy 
proposed a motion to amend the order of the agenda and to continue with general public 
comment as he thought that these remarks were likely to relate to the topics discussed 
during the agenda-related comment period.   Commissioner Leger moved to accept the 
proposed amendment of the agenda and Commissioner Williams seconded. MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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    IV. General Public Comment 
 
  Chairman Toomy stated that the Board’s public comment parameters provided earlier 

would also apply to General Public Comment, with a time limit of two (2) minutes.  
 

Ms. Serena Borne asked the Board to reject the contract with WSP USA, Inc.  
 
 Mr. Samuel Dickey urged the Board to end all alleged trade with Israel.  
  
 Mr. Jack Reno Sweeney expressed his opposition to the Innovation Embassy and to any 
 business partnership with Israel. 
 
 Mr. Shreyas Vasudevan urged the Board to end all alleged business partnerships with 
 Israel. 
 

Ms. Kalise Deroche asked the Board to end all alleged trade with Port of Ashdod and all 
alleged business partnerships with Israel.  

 
 Mr. Felix Allen urged the Board to end all alleged trade with Israel. 
 
 Mr. Simon Moshebeck urged the Board to cut alleged ties with Israel. 
 
 Ms. Grace Treffinger reiterated her opposition to the Innovation Embassy and to any trade 
 with Israel.  
 
 Ms. Lou Moon urged the Board to end all alleged business partnerships with Israel. 
 
 Mr. Josh Taitelbaum urged the Board to cut all alleged business ties with Israel. 
 
 Mr. Mohammed Hbos urged the Board to end all alleged trade with Israel. 
  
  Chairman Toomy announced the conclusion of public comment and called for the next 

agenda item.  
 
 V.  Approval of the Meeting Minutes for December 2023 
  
 Chairman Toomy called for a motion to approve the public meeting minutes for December
 2023, as previously circulated.  Commissioner Leger moved to accept the minutes and 
 Commissioner Ferrer seconded.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 VI. Action Items:  
 
 In the absence of Secretary-Treasurer Carter at the meeting and in accordance with 
 the Board’s bylaws, Chairman Toomy appointed Vice-Chairman Leger to temporary 
 perform the duties of the Secretary. Vice-Chairman Leger accepted the appointment.  
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A. Acceptance of the Consolidated Financial Statements for December 2023 
 
Mr. Wendel presented the consolidated financial statements for the month of December, a 
copy of which is made a part of these minutes. Commissioner Ferrer moved to accept the 
consolidated financial statements and Commissioner Leger seconded.  MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
B. Consider Approval of a Resolution Authorizing the President and Chief Executive 

Officer to Enter into a Three-Year Software Licensing Agreement with Carahsoft 
Technology Corp., in the Amount of $954,476.99, for the Annual Renewal of 
Salesforce Analytical Software Services. 

 
Mr. Johnsen presented and recommended approval of the resolution. Commissioner 
Murphy moved to approve the resolution and Commissioner Ferrer seconded.  MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
C. Consider Approval of a Resolution Authorizing the President and Chief Executive 

Officer to Enter into Three Separate Contracts with Gulf South Engineering and 
Testing, Inc., Terracon Consultants, Inc., and Eustis Engineering L.L.C., for As-
Needed Material Testing Services, Each for a Period of Three Years, with Two One-
Year Extension Options, and Each in an Amount Not to Exceed $250,000 per 
Contract for the Full Contract Term.  

 Mr. Gilmore presented and recommended approval of the resolution. Commissioner 
Murphy moved to approve the resolution and Commissioner Ferrer seconded.  MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
D. Consider Approval of a Resolution Awarding a Contract to D&D Construction LA, 

LLC in the Amount of $292,798 for the Inner Harbor Navigation Canal Seabrook 
Bridge Fender Repairs. 

 Mr. Gilmore presented and recommended approval of the resolution. Commissioner Ferrer 
moved to approve the resolution and Commissioner Leger seconded.  MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
E. Consider Approval of a Resolution Reaffirming the Commitment Set Forth in Board 

Certification No. 2023-004 in Support of the Development of the St. Bernard 
Transportation Corridor. 

 
Mr. Escudier presented and recommended approval of the resolution. Considering the 
importance of this item, Chairman Toomy asked Mr. Escudier to read the entirety of the 
resolution. Commissioner Leger emphasized the importance of this road project for the St. 
Bernard community and moved to approve the resolution. Commissioner Ferrer seconded.  
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  
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F. Consider Approval of a Resolution Authorizing the President and Chief Executive 
Officer to Enter into a Contract with WSP USA, Inc. for As-Needed Consulting 
Services for the Development of a Public Private Partnership (P3) Procurement for 
the Design, Construction, and Operation of the St. Bernard Transportation Corridor 
for a Period of Two Years in an Amount Not to Exceed $300,000 for the Full Contract 
Term.  

  
 Mr. Wendel presented and recommended approval of the resolution. Commissioner Leger 

asked for some additional information on the scope of the contract and stated that, while 
he heard some of the concerns expressed during public comment, his mission as Board 
Commissioner was to support a transportation project aimed at accommodating future 
economic growth in St. Bernard Parish. Commissioner Leger moved to approve the 
resolution and Commissioner Ferrer seconded.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
VII. Announcement of the Intent to Present a Lease Agreement of Board-Owned Property 
 for Consideration at the Next Regularly-Scheduled Board Meeting, in Accordance 
 with La. R.S. 33:4717.2. 
 

In accordance with La. R.S. 33:4717.2, Mr. Escudier announced the lease item to be 
considered at the next Board meeting.  

 
VIII. Chairman and Commissioners’ Comments 
 

Chairman Toomy provided a detailed update on the ongoing partnership among the five 
(5) Louisiana ports on the Mississippi river.  
 

IX. Closed Executive Session Convened in Accordance with La R.S. 42:17A(2), to Discuss 
 the Matters Entitled:  
 

• Coastal Cargo Company, L.L.C. v. Board of Commissioners of the Port of New Orleans, 
Docket No. 2023-2511, pending before the Civil District Court for the Parish of Orleans, 
State of Louisiana. 

• Stop the Destruction of St. Bernard, Inc., et al. v. Board of Commissioners of the Port of 
New Orleans and St. Bernard Port, Harbor and Terminal District, Case No. 2023-CA-0323, 
pending before the Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals, State of Louisiana. 

• St. Bernard Parish Government v. Board of Commissioners of the Port of New Orleans, 
Docket No. 23-1006, pending before the 34th Judicial District Court for the Parish of St. 
Bernard, State of Louisiana. 

• James G. Delery and Edward J. Delery, Jr. v. The Borgnemouth Realty Company, Ltd., et 
al., Docket No. 2023-0017, pending before the 22nd Judicial District Court for the Parish 
of St. Tammany, State of Louisiana.  

• Alora Madere, in her official capacity as Custodian of Records for the Board of 
Commissioners of the Port of New Orleans v. St. Bernard Parish Government and David C. 
Jarrell, Case No. 2023-9600, pending before the Civil District Court for the Parish of 
Orleans, State of Louisiana.  

 



Page 8 of 8 
 

 Chairman Toomy called for a motion to enter into a closed executive session, in 
 accordance with La. R.S. 42:17A(2), to discuss the matters listed in the agenda.  

 
 Commissioner Leger moved to enter into a closed executive session and Commissioner 
 Williams seconded. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY and the Board entered 
 into closed session at 3:38 p.m.  
 
 Following the conclusion of the discussion, Commissioner Leger moved to end the 
 closed executive session and return to the open meeting. Commissioner Ferrer
 seconded.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY and the closed executive session 
 concluded at 4:35 p.m. 

 
X.  Adjournment 
  

There being no further business to come before the Board, Chairman Toomy called for a 
motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Leger so moved and Commissioner Murphy seconded.  
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY and Chairman Toomy adjourned the meeting at 
4:36 p.m.   


